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The Church must breathe with her two lungs!
St. John Paul II

The rich Maronite Heritage is coming 
to Ave Maria University!

                                                                                                                              Fresco of the Assumption of Mary in the Lady of Qannobine Maronite Monastery in north Lebanon’s Qadisha Valley.



The Maronite Chapel at Ave Maria

Ave Maria University is building a Maronite Chapel that truly will 
be a home away from home for our Eastern Catholic students.  

At the same time, this small jewel 
of a chapel will help to educate our 
western Latin Catholic students 
about the Church’s rich heritage 
from the east.

The Maronite Chapel will be 
constructed of stones in many 
shades of cream and tan, 
reminiscent of the colors found at 
the Cave of the Monks where 

Saint Maron took refuge and at the Monastery in Annaya where 
Saint Sharbel lived as a hermit.

The four windows, framed with a delicate Gothic arch, will be 
fitted with stained glass depicting Our Lady of Lebanon, Saint 
Maron, Saint Rafka and Saint Sharbel.  The Stations of the Cross 
will be crafted in mosaics.

The addition of The Maronite 
Chapel will make John 14:2, In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling 
places, into a grace-filled reality at 
Ave Maria - a reality that can be 
seen and touched by everyone.  

Please join us in making this 
happen!

Above:  Architect’s renderings of the new Maronite Chapel 
at Ave Maria University

A Message from The Most Reverend Gregory John Mansour 
Bishop of the Eparchy of Saint Maron of Brooklyn

Ave Maria University was founded to form future leaders with a love and passion for the truth as proclaimed by Christ 
and His bride, the Church. With Ave Maria’s dynamic education and unwavering commitment to the Church’s rich 

intellectual tradition, students and professors alike love being involved with such a university. 

May our Lord and Blessed Mother continue to bless the good work of Ave Maria.

Cave chapel in the hermitage of 
Our Lady of Hawqa 

in the Kadisha Valley in Lebanon



For more information or to make a donation

Please contact:  Mr. Tim Dockery
   VP for Institutional Advancement
   Ave Maria University
   tim.dockery@avemaria.edu
   239-280-1695

How can I help to bring the Maronite Heritage 
to Ave Maria University?

Help us build the Maronite Chapel  

   Saints  $50,000 & above
   Apostles  $25,000 -$50,000
   Disciples  $10,000 - $25,000
   Evangelists  $5,000 - $10,000
   Friends  up to $5,000

We need generous souls to help us build and furnish the Maronite Chapel.  

Please consider becoming a donor at one of the levels listed below, which will 
help raise the walls.  If you would rather donate toward the furnishing of the 
chapel so that Divine Liturgy can be beautifully and reverently celebrated, we 
have a list of items for sponsorship.  

All gifts will be suitably commemorated on a plaque in the chapel.

Help us furnish the Maronite Chapel
Some of the furnishings needed are:

the altar 

the tabernacle

the chapel chairs

the stained glass windows

the statues,

the mosaics 

the altar vessels 

the vestments

For more details on these sponsorship opportunities please scan here 

or go to https://www.avemaria.edu/amu_maronitechapel/

Icon of Our Lady in a church in Jounieh Lebanon



Scan here to learn more about Ave Maria 
University & her commitment to

faithful Catholic education

5050 Ave Maria Boulevard  |  Ave Maria, FL 34142-9505  |  239-280-2511  |  www.avemaria.edu

A Message from Thomas S. Monaghan,
Chancellor and Founder of Ave Maria University

I have long admired Eastern Catholics, and specifically those in the Maronite Church. I have been 
inspired by their devout faith, commitment to their families and strong work ethic. For more than 
25 years, I have had the privilege of getting to know many Maronite Catholics through an order of 
Maronite Priests (monks) who serve in Ann Arbor, MI.

We want Eastern Catholic students to feel at home at Ave Maria University and believe they will 
be attracted by our emphasis on Catholic identity. We consider it a great honor that of the 221 
Catholic colleges and universities in the U.S., we are one of only 15 to be recommended by the 
Cardinal Newman Society based on our commitment to providing a faithful Catholic education. 

We hope this chapel will not only be a home away from home for our Maronite students, 
but also an opportunity for all of our students to grow in their appreciation of the 
rich and varied traditions within the Catholic Church.


