WEEK OF THE PRIESTS
SUNDAY

1 Timothy 4:6-16 Counsel to Timothy

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul toTimothy. Father, give your blessing. Pause for the

blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

If you put these instructions before the brothers and sisters, you will be a good servant of
Christ Jesus, nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound teaching that you have
followed. Have nothing to do with profane myths and old wives’ tales. Train yourself in
godliness, for, while physical training is of some value, godliness is valuable in every way,
holding promise for both the present life and the life to come. The saying is sure and worthy
of full acceptance. For to this end we toil and struggle, because we have our hope set on the
living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe. These are the
things you must insist on and teach. Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an
example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until I arrive, give attention to
the public reading of scripture, to exhorting, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift that is in
you, which was given to you through prophecy with the laying on of hands by the council of
elders. Put these things into practice, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your
progress. Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue in these things, for

in doing this you will save both yourself and your hearers. Praise be to God always!



MONDAY: WEEK OF THE PRIESTS

2Timothy 1:1-11 Greeting

A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul toTimothy. Father, give your blessing. Pause for
the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is
in Christ Jesus, To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the
Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. I am grateful to God — whom I worship with a clear
conscience, as my ancestors did — when I remember you constantly in my prayers night
and day. Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. I am re-
minded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your
mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. For this reason I remind you to rekindle the
gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; for God did not give us a
spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. Do not be
ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with me in
suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, who saved us and called us with a
holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This
grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has now been revealed
through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an

apostle and a teacher. Praise be to God always!



TUESDAY: WEEK OF THE PRIESTS

2Timothy 2:1-13 Timothy’s Conduct

A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul toTimothy. Father, give your blessing. Pause for
the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus; and what you have heard from me through
many witnesses entrust to faithful people who will be able to teach others as well. Share in
suffering like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving in the army gets entangled in
everyday affairs; the soldier’s aim is to please the enlisting officer. And in the case of an
athlete, no one 1s crowned without competing according to the rules. It is the farmer who
does the work who ought to have the first share of the crops. Think over what I say, for the
Lord will give you understanding in all things. Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the
dead, a descendant of David — that is my gospel, for which I suffer hardship, even to the
point of being chained like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. Therefore 1
endure everything for the sake of the elect, so that they may also obtain the salvation that is
in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. The saying is sure: If we have died with him, we will also
live with him; if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he will also deny
us; if we are faithless, he remains faithful — for he cannot deny himself. Praise be to God

always!



WEDNESDAY: WEEK OF THE PRIESTS

2Timothy 2:14-26 Warning Againts Useless Disputes

A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul toTimothy. Father, give your blessing. Pause for
the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Remind them of this, and warn them before God that they are to avoid wrangling over
words, which does no good but only ruins those who are listening. Do your best to present
yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly
explaining the word of truth. Avoid profane chatter, for it will lead people into more and
more impiety, and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and
Philetus, who have swerved from the truth by claiming that the resurrection has already
taken place. They are upsetting the faith of some. But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing
this inscription: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord turn away from wickedness.” In a large house there are utensils not only
of gold and silver but also of wood and clay, some for special use, some for ordinary. All
who cleanse themselves of the things I have mentioned will become special utensils, dedi-
cated and useful to the owner of the house, ready for every good work. Shun youthful
passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the
Lord from a pure heart. Have nothing to do with stupid and senseless controversies; you
know that they breed quarrels. And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kindly
to everyone, an apt teacher, patient, correcting opponents with gentleness. God may per-
haps grant that they will repent and come to know the truth, and that they may escape from
the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will. Praise be to God

always!



THURSDAY: FeAST OF SAINT MARON

2Timothy 3:10-17 Pauls’ Example and Teaching

A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul toTimothy. Father, give your blessing. Pause for
the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

You have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my
love, my steadfastness, my persecutions and suffering the things that happened to me in
Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra. What persecutions I endured! Yet the Lord rescued me from
all of them. Indeed, all who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. But
wicked people and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving others and being de-
ceived. But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing
from whom you learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings
that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is in-
spired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every

good work. Praise be to God always!



FRIDAY: WEEK OF THE PRIESTS

2Timothy 4:1-8 Solemn Charge

A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul toTimothy. Father, give your blessing. Pause for
the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in
view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be
persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage,
with the utmost patience in teaching. For the time is coming when people will not put up
with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers
to suit their own desires, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to
myths. As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry
out your ministry fully. As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time
of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith. From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have

longed for his appearing. Praise be to God always!



SATURDAY: WEEK OF THE PRIESTS

Titus 1:1-9 Greeting

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to Titus. Father, give your blessing. Pause for the bless-

ing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of God’s elect
and the knowledge of the truth that is in accordance with godliness, in the hope of eternal
life that God, who never lies, promised before the ages began — in due time he revealed his
word through the proclamation with which I have been entrusted by the command of God
our Savior, To Titus, my loyal child in the faith we share: Grace and peace from God the
Father and Christ Jesus our Savior. I left you behind in Crete for this reason, so that you
should put in order what remained to be done, and should appoint elders in every town, as |
directed you: someone who is blameless, married only once, whose children are believers,
not accused of debauchery and not rebellious. For a bishop, as God’s steward, must be
blameless; he must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or addicted to wine or violent or
greedy for gain; but he must be hospitable, a lover of goodness, prudent, upright, devout,
and self-controlled. He must have a firm grasp of the word that is trustworthy in accordance
with the teaching, so that he may be able both to preach with sound doctrine and to refute

those who contradict it. Praise be to God always!



WEEK OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE JUST
SUNDAY

Hebrews 12:18-24 Penalties of Disobedience

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. Father, give your blessing. Pause for the bless-

ing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and
gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the
hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. (For they could not endure the order
that was given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” In-
deed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) But you have come
to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable
angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven,
and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the
mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the
blood of Abel. Praise be to God always!



MONDAY: WEEK OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE JUST

Hebrews 12:1-13 God our Father

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. Father, give your blessing. Pause for the bless-

ing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight
and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before
us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the
right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such hostility against himself
from sinners, so that you may not grow weary or lose heart. In your struggle against sin you
have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And you have forgotten the exhor-
tation that addresses you as children — “My child, do not regard lightly the discipline of the
Lord, or lose heart when you are punished by him; for the Lord disciplines those whom he

29

loves, and chastises every child whom he accepts.” Endure trials for the sake of discipline.
God is treating you as children; for what child is there whom a parent does not discipline? If
you do not have that discipline in which all children share, then you are illegitimate and not
his children. Moreover, we had human parents to discipline us, and we respected them.
Should we not be even more willing to be subject to the Father of spirits and live? For they
disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, in
order that we may share his holiness. Now, discipline always seems painful rather than
pleasant at the time, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have
been trained by it. Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and
make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather

be healed. Praise be to God always!



TUESDAY: WEEK oOF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE JUST

Hebrews 12:14-17 Penalties of Disobedience

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. Father, give your blessing. Pause for the bless-

ing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Pursue peace with everyone, and the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. See
to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springs up and
causes trouble, and through it many become defiled. See to it that no one becomes like
Esau, an immoral and godless person, who sold his birthright for a single meal. You know
that later, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to

repent, even though he sought the blessing with tears. Praise be to God always!



WEDNESDAY: WEEK OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE JUST

Hebrews 12:25-29 Penalties of Disobedience

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. Father, give your blessing. Pause for the bless-

ing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape when they
refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the
one who warns from heaven! At that time his voice shook the earth; but now he has prom-
ised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven.” This phrase, “Yet
once more,” indicates the removal of what is shaken — that is, created things — so that
what cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that can-
not be shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with

reverence and awe; for indeed our God is a consuming fire. Praise be to God always!



THURSDAY: WEEK OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE JUST

Hebrews 13:1-8 Final Exhortation, Blessing, Greetings

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. Father, give your blessing. Pause for the bless-

ing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that
some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as
though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you your-
selves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be
kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the
love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you
or forsake you.” So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be
afraid. What can anyone do to me?”” Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of
God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is

the same yesterday and today and forever. Praise be to God always!



FRIDAY: WEEK OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE JUST

Hebrews 13:9-16 Final Exhortation, Blessing, Greetings

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. Father, give your blessing. Pause for the bless-

ing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings; for it is well for the heart to be
strengthened by grace, not by regulations about food, which have not benefited those who
observe them. We have an altar from which those who officiate in the tent have no right to
eat. For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high
priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus also suffered out-
side the city gate in order to sanctify the people by his own blood. Let us then go to him
outside the camp and bear the abuse he endured. For here we have no lasting city, but we are
looking for the city that is to come. Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and

to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. Praise be to God always!



SATURDAY: WEEK OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE JUST

Hebrews 13:17-25 Final Exhortation, Blessing, Greetings

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. Father, give your blessing. Pause for the bless-

ing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls and
will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with sighing — for that would be
harmful to you. Pray for us; we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act
honorably in all things. I urge you all the more to do this, so that I may be restored to you
very soon. Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus,
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete
in everything good so that you may do his will, working among us that which is pleasing
in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. I appeal
to you, brothers and sisters, bear with my word of exhortation, for I have written to you
briefly. [ want you to know that our brother Timothy has been set free; and if he comes in
time, he will be with me when I see you. Greet all your leaders and all the saints. Those

from Italy send you greetings. Grace be with all of you. Praise be to God always!



WEEK OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
SUNDAY

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Vigilance

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians. Father, give your blessing.

Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Concerning the times and the seasons, you do not need to have anything written to you.
For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the
night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come
upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But
you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all
children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let
us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep
at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us
be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.
For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. Praise

be to God always!



MONDAY: WEEK OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Hope for the Christian Dead

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians. Father, give your blessing.

Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

We do not want you to be uninformed about those who have died, so that you may not
grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the
Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be
with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words. Praise be to God

always!



TUESDAY: WEEK OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

2Thessalonians 1:1-12 Greeting/Thanksgiving

A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians. Father, give your blessing.

Pause for the blessing, then read:

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right, because your
faith is growing abundantly, and the love of everyone of you for one another is increasing.
Therefore we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your steadfastness and
faith during all your persecutions and the afflictions that you are enduring. This is evidence
of the righteous judgment of God, and is intended to make you worthy of the kingdom of
God, for which you are also suffering. For it is indeed just of God to repay with affliction
those who afflict you, and to give relief to the afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus
is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on
those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.
These will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, separated from the presence of the
Lord and from the glory of his might, when he comes to be glorified by his saints and to be
marveled at on that day among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was
believed. To this end we always pray for you, asking that our God will make you worthy of
his call and will fulfill by his power every good resolve and work of faith, so that the name
of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God
and the Lord Jesus Christ. Praise be to God always!



WEDNESDAY: WEEK OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

2Thessalonians 2:1-12 Christ and the Lawless One

A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians. Father, give your blessing.

Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg
you, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as
though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. Let no one deceive you
in any way; for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one
is revealed, the one destined for destruction. He opposes and exalts himself above every so-
called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring
himself to be God. Do you not remember that I told you these things when I was still with
you? And you know what is now restraining him, so that he may be revealed when his time
comes. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work, but only until the one who now
restrains it is removed. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will
destroy with the breath of his mouth, annihilating him by the manifestation of his coming.
The coming of the lawless one is apparent in the working of Satan, who uses all power,
signs, lying wonders, and every kind of wicked deception for those who are perishing,
because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a
powerful delusion, leading them to believe what is false, so that all who have not believed

the truth but took pleasure in unrighteousness will be condemned. Praise be to God always!



THURSDAY: WEEK OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

2Thessalonians 2:13-3:5 Christ and the Lawless One

A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians. Father, give your blessing.

Pause for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

We must always give thanks to God for you, beloved by the Lord, because God chose you
as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the
truth. For this purpose he called you through our proclamation of the good news, so that you
may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and
hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our
letter. Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through
grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in
every good work and word. Finally, brothers and sisters, pray for us, so that the word of the
Lord may spread rapidly and be glorified everywhere, just as it is among you, and that we
may be rescued from wicked and evil people; for not all have faith. But the Lord is faithful;
he will strengthen you and guard you from the evil one. And we have confidence in the
Lord concerning you, that you are doing and will go on doing the things that we command.
May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ. Praise
be to God always!



FRIDAY: WEEK OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

1Corinthians 15:35-44a The Resurrection Body

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give your blessing. Pause
for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?”
Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do
not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But
God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. Not all flesh is
alike, but there is one flesh for human beings, another for animals, another for birds, and
another for fish. There are both heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the
heavenly is one thing, and that of the earthly 1s another. There is one glory of the sun, and
another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; indeed, star differs from star in
glory. So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is
imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised

in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. Praise be to God always!



SATURDAY: WEEK OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

1 Corinthians 15:51-58 The Resurrection Event

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. Father, give your blessing. Pause
for the blessing, then read:

Brothers and Sisters:

Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, in a mo-
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the
dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable body must put
on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When this perishable
body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that
is written will be fulfilled: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” “Where, O death, is
your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin
is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord,

because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. Praise be to God always!



