The

M aronite Voice

A Publication ofthe Maronite Eparchies in the USA (e e oz

Volume IV

Issue No. VII

August 2008

A Christian Radio Station at the Srvice d the Individual

he Radio “Voice of Charity”

(VOC) was founded on the Feast

of Pentecost in 1984. It is
managed by the Congregation of
Maronite Lebanese Missionaries, in
coordination with the Council of
Catholic Patriarchs and Bishops of
Lebanon. Its programs are broadcast on
an official waveband given by the
Lebanese government. Programs are
prepared and presented by bishops,
priests, nuns, monks and lay people
from all Churches in Lebanon and
abroad.

Its languages are: Arabic
(20hrs/day); French (3hrs/day); English
(1hr./day); Armenian (1hr./week);
SriLankan (1hr./week); Philippino
(1hr./week); as well as Ghanaian;
Indian; and Ethiopian, and the
traditional liturgical languages of
Syriac, Latin and Greek. Programs are
instructive, spiritual, biblical, liturgical,
humanitarian, instructional and
ecumenical; they are oriented towards
the family, youth, children, elderly, the
ailing, lonely and those exposed to
varioustemptations and difficultiesand
all people of good will.

The History of the Voice of

Charity and its Future
May 1, 1997: VOC started
broadcasting daily thirty-minute
instructional programs on the
shortwave band in direction of the
Middle East. Radio Vatican provided
the VOC with the means to do so. The
program was broadcast at 6:30 a.m.
Rome time, with the aim that the Word
of God should reach all the Arabic
Churches of the Middle East.

August 1997:The VOC concluded an
accord of cooperation and exchanges of

and the Sciety

————————

experiences with regard to programs
and technical advancementswith Radio
M aria-ltaly, an internationally oriented
Italian station. The VOC is currently
studying the possibility of broadcasting
via satellite so that it may reach all the
L ebanese across the world.

On September 1, 2008 VOC, the
pioneer Lebanese radio station, will
start broadcasting its programs 24
hrs./day live on the Internet to the
whole world on the following address:
http :/www.radiocharity .org.lb.

The Voice of Charity established
recently a broadcasting station in South
Lebanon to transmit the Word of God
to all good-willed faithful persons in

In May of 2005, V oice of Charity was bombed and is building droyed inflicting
major technical and financial difficulties.

Jordan, the Holy Land and neighboring
countries.

During its sixteenth anniversary
celebration, Pentecost 2000 the Voice
of Charity began the “Youth
Movement” which gathered young men
and women seeking to know God more
and honor Him in projectsand activities
of serviceto others. Thefollowing year,
the “Voice of Charity Families,” was
formed and fully engaged to spread the
W ord of God and cooperateintheVOC
mission.

In May 2005 Voice of Charity was
bombed and its building destroyed
inflicting major technical and financial
difficulties. However, VOC kept



broadcasting, relying on the grace of
God and the generosity of people.

The Voice of Charity is part of society,
of what is going on, of the misery and
everyday worries of people. Our annual
activities and meetings come as a
remedy to help people feel closer to
Christ.

Annual Activities

i Spiritual Preparation for
Christmas and Easter: Its am is
to help people prepare themselves
for the spiritual celebration of
Christmas and Easter. Activities
take place in different convents
across L ebanon.

i  Pilgrimages outside Lebanon:
Organized to visit different
countriesin order to renew faith in
the hearts of the believers.

i Procession to the Shrine of Our
L ady of Lebanon-Harissa Each
and every year at the end of May,
thousands choose to illuminate the
night with their candles and prayers
from Apostles College in Jounieh
to Harissa in order to thank Our
Lady and ask her intercession for
peace on earth.

i Mary’'sTrip: Our blessed Mother
and protector unites us with our
listeners on different occasions.
One of these occasions is a
pilgrimage trip to one of the
Lebanese regions. This event takes
place on the first weekend of
November every year.

i Transfiguration day: A religious
concert takes place on the
beginning of August and the choir
sings hymns to glorify the Lord.

i Summer Exhibition: We are
proud of our identity and culture so
we revive our tradition in the
summer exhibitions that we
organize specifically to remind the
youth of therichness of diversity of
our people.

i Social Play: Prepared by the Voice
of Charity, where areligious-social
message is communicated in every

play.

i The Children’s Carnival: Held at
Apostles Collegein Jouniehduring
the Christmas vacation brings joy

and happiness to the youth and
reminds us all that the road to
heaven is still through a child’'s
heart.

i Annual Mass: The annual Mass
takes place on Pentecost to
celebrate the VOC anniversary.
This occasion is special; the young
VOC members and families renew
their vows in serving the Lord.
New individuals, interested in
joining these two groups, can do so
during this same ceremony.

To support this valuable station,
donations can be made to the Voice of
Charity through the care of:

The Congregation of M aronite
L ebanese Missionaries
333 S. San Vicente Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90048. “



